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2) US Department of Health and Human Service, Child Welfare Information Gateway
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4) Oswald Abel Shanalingigwa “Understanding Social and Cultural Differences in
Perceiving Child Maltreatment”. (Ph. D. diss.) (University of Minnesota: June, 2009): 5,
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17) R. H. Woody, & J. D. Woody, Ethics in Marriage and Family Therapy (Washington
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[ Abstract ]

Ethical Decision making Process in Child abuse
cases and Pastoral Counseling

Ahn, Meeock

Child abuse has existed since the beginning of mankind. Children
were, and in some cases still are, regarded as the parents’ possessions.
Therefore, parents had the authority to sell their children as slaves or
even kill them. Though child abuse has long corrupted society, the
recognition of this as child maltreatment and legal actions against it are
relatively new concepts. The Korean Child Welfare Act only added
cocreate regulations against child abuse a little over a decade ago, in
2000. In parallel, child abuse is also now beginning to be regarded as
more than a family matter. It is a social problem and demands immediate
attention from society.

In addition to social welfare, child abuse is also in need of pastoral
attention for both abused and the abuser. First, child abuse is a sin against
God and creatures created in the Image of God. Second, it is sinful and
destructive cycle, continually inherited from generation to generation.
There are many cases in which abusive children grow to become abusive
parents, despite their initial determination to distance themselves from
their parent’s lifestyle. This article seeks to help better understand child
abuse, beyond the family, as a social issue and explicate the necessity for

active and intimate pastoral care.

Key words: chid abuse, ethical dilemma, pastoral care, physical abuse,
sexual abuse, child maltreatment
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